
 
 
 
 

October 14, 2022 
Dear Parents,  

 
It has been wonderful to meet with so many of you for Conferences to talk about all the 

progress the students have made already this school year!   I am so incredibly proud of every one of 
the students, and I am so excited to see their learning and confidence in their new skills in Reading, 
Writing, Math, Science, and Social Studies.    

This week, the students started learning all about the life cycle and parts of a pumpkin.  On 
Tuesday, the students began journal writing and they used the star words “I” and “like” to write about 
pumpkins and draw a picture to match their words.   On Wednesday, the students completed the “Life 
Cycle of a Pumpkin” mini-book.  On Thursday, the students worked on making a list of things that 
both apples and pumpkins have in common.  Today, we read our “Pumpkin Life Cycle” book as a 
class.  This book is in the Friday folder today, please ask your child to read this book to you for 
homework this weekend.   

In Math this week, the students have been practicing comparing numbers using 5 frames and 
10 frames.   Math partners worked together to play a card game identifying which partner’s card had 
more dots, and that person won both cards in the draw.  The students also practiced showing more, 
fewer, and same on their fingers during a “More, Less, or Same” card game.  If you would like to 
continue practicing at home, you could play the same types of games with a deck of cards (using only 
the number cards, not J,K,Q,A).   Split the card deck in two equal parts, and each player gets ½ the 
deck.   On the count of 3, both players turn over their top card.   The person who has the highest 
number card “wins” both of the face up cards.   You can play the game a second time, and change it 
so the “winning” cards have to have “fewer” or the smaller number. 

In Science this week, the students have been comparing and contrasting apples and pumpkins 
through our read alouds and class discussions.   It is awesome to see the students excited to share a 
fact or idea they heard in a read aloud and add it to our Apples and Pumpkins venn diagram.    
 Our class started the Junior Achievement program with Mr. Fisher this week, and they are 
learning about the Social Studies concepts of “wants” and “needs”.  They have been learning that 
food, shelter, and clothing are all things that we need to survive.  Other items like toys and candy are 
things we may want, but we do not need to them to survive.  They have practiced this concept 
through drawing, sorting, and class discussions.    

 Our class will be going on our first field trip on Wednesday next week.  We will be walking to 
see Mr. Adkins’ Giant Pumpkins at 9:30am, so please make sure your child is dressed for the weather 
that day.  We will return to school at 10:30am. 
 Today from 5:30pm-7:30pm, I will be volunteering with the Wheaton Fire Department at the 
Wheaton Park District’s “Halloween Happening” event in the parking lot outside of Rice Pool.  I will be 
dressed up as Sparky the Fire Dog to greet all of the children who come to trick-or-treat at the fire engine 
and other community vehicles that are at the event.  If you are planning to attend the event, please stop 
by the fire engine and say Hi!   I am looking forward to seeing all of the fun Halloween costumes during 
the “Touch a Truck” event! 

 
*****Reminders***** 

October 19 – Walking Field Trip to the Pumpkin House 
October 27 – Cosley Field Trip – 9:30 – 11:30am 
October 31 –  Emerson School Halloween Parade – 1:50pm 

  Halloween Parties – 2:20pm 
 

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Jen Hottendorf 
 


